
 

Glossary of Terms:  
The Language of Doors  

Active Door (in a pair of doors) 
The leaf that opens �rst and the one to which the lock is applied.  

Astragal 
A moulding or strip whose purpose is to cover or close the gap between the 
edges of a pair of doors. Some types overlap, others meet at the center line of 
the gap.  

Auxiliary Dead Latch 
A supplementary latch which automatically dead-locks the main latch bolt when 
the door is closed. (also called Dead-Locking Latch Bolt.)  

Backset (of a lock)   
The horizontal distance from the face of the lock to the center line of knob hub, 
keyhole or cylinder.  

Balanced Matched  
Two or more veneer components or leaves of equal size (prior to trimming) to 
make up a single face.  

Ball-Bearing Hinge 
A hinge equipped with ball bearings between the hinge knuckles to reduce 
friction.  

Barber Pole 
An e�ect in book matching veneers resulting from tight and loose sides of 
veneers having di�erent lite re�ections w hen �nished. This is not considered a 
defect.  

Bark  
Areas of �ber from outside a tree.  

Bark Pocket  
Comparatively small area of bark around which normal wood has grown.  

Bevel (of a door)  
The angle of the lock edge in relation to the face of the lock stile. Standard bevel 
is 1/8” in 2”. If otherwise detailed, it must be so noted in ordering locks.  

Bevel (of a lock)  A term used to indicate the direction in which the latch bolt is 
inclined; regular bevel for doors opening in, reverse bevel for doors opening out.  

Bevel (of a lock front) The angle of a lock front when not at right angle to the 
lock case, allowing the front to be applied �ush with the edge of a beveled door.  

Beveled edge  
Edge of a door which forms an angle of less than 90 degrees with the wide face 
of the door, such as a 3-degree beveled edge.  



Bit (of a key)  
The projecting blade which is cut in a manner to actuate the tumblers and permit 
the lock bolts to be operated.  

Blending  
Color change that is detectable at a distance of 6' to 8' but which does not 
seriously detract from the overall appearance of the panel.  

Blister 
Spot or area where veneer does not adhere. 

Book Match 
The most commonly used match in the industry. Every other piece of veneer is 
turned over so adjacent pieces are opened like to adjacent pages in a book. The 
veneer joints match and create a mirrored image pattern at the joint line, yielding 
a maximum continuity of grain.  

Bored Lock (or Latch) 
Lock or latch whose parts are intended for installation in holes bored in a door.  

Box Strike 
A strike which also provides a complete housing to protect the bolt openings.  

Book Size 
The height and width of a door before prefitting.  

Brashness 
Condition of wood characterized by low resistance to shock and by abrupt failure 
across the grain without splintering.  

Burl  
Swirl or twist in grain of wood, which usually occurs near a knot but does not 
contain a knot. 

Butt (Hinge) 
A type of hinge desired for mortising into the edge of the door and into the rabbet 
of a door frame.  

Butt Joint  
Joint formed by square edge surfaces (ends, edges, faces) coming together.  

Cam (of a cylinder)  
A rotating piece attached to the end of the cylinder plug to engage the locking 
mechanism.  

Case (of a lock)  
The box containing the lock mechanism.  

Catalyzed  
In finishing, an ingredient added to a basic product to provide additional 
performance characteristics.  

Center Match  
An even number of veneer components or leaves of equal size (prior to edge 
trimming) matched with a joint in the center of the panel to achieve horizontal 
symmetry.  



Chain Bolt 
A spring bolt actuated by a chain attached to the spring bolt for application at the 
top of the door.  

Chalk  
White or other color chalk marks used by mills for some form of identification 
marking defects for repair.  

Changes (Key) 
The different bittings or tumbler arrangements in a series of locks.  

Chatter 
Lines appearing across the panel at right angles to the grain giving the 
appearance of one or more corrugations resulting from bad setting of sanding 
equipment.  

Checks 
Small slits running parallel to grain of wood, caused chiefly by strains produced in 
seasoning.  

Chicken Tracks 
Expression for scars which give the particular effect of a chicken's footprint. It is 
caused by air roots or vines.  

Clustered  
When a defect described in the grading rule is sufficient in number and 
sufficiently close together to appear to be concentrated in one area. 

Comb Grain 
A quality of rift veneer with exceptionally straight and closely spaced growth 
increments. 

Component (of face) 
An individual piece of veneer that is jointed to other pieces to achieve a full 
length and width face. Terms used interchangeably with component in the 
context of face are piece and leaf.  

Composition Face Panels  
A door face panel made of a wood derivative.  

Continuous Hinge (also called Piano Hinge) 
A hinge designed to be the same length as the moving part to which it is applied 
as, for example, the lid covering the keyboard of a piano.  

Coordinator 
A device used on a pair of doors to insure that the inactive leaf is permitted to 
close before the active leaf. Necessary when an overlapping astragal is present 
and exit devices, automatic or self latching bolts are used with closers on both 
door leaves.  

Core  
Innermost layer of section in flush door construction. Types of construction 
include: wood block; particleboard; wood block (lined); hollow; ladder; mesh or 
cellular.  



Core (Wood Block)  
Solid core of wood blocks or strips  

Core (Particleboard)  
Sold core of wood or other lignocellulose particles bonded together, cured under 
heat, and pressed into a rigid panel.  

Core (Wood Block, Lined) 
Solid core of two parts: a central wood block core bonded to two core liners of 
wood or other lignocellulose materials.  

Core (Hollow)  
Core assembly of strips or other units of wood, wood derivative, or insulation 
board, with intervening hollow cells or spaces which support outer faces.  

Core (Ladder)  
Hollow core composed of strips of wood, wood derivative, or insulation board 
with the strips running either horizontally or vertically throughout the core area 
with air cells and/or spaces between the strips and supporting the door faces.  

Core (Mesh or Cellular)  
Hollow core composed of strips of wood, wood derivative, or insulation board, 
interlocked and running horizontally, vertically, or diagonally throughout the core 
area with air cells and/or spaces between the strips and supporting the outer 
faces.  

Crossbanding  
Veneer placed between the core and face veneers of plywood face panels of 
wood flush doors in which the direction of the grain in 2-ply construction is at right 
angles to that of the face veneer.  

Cross Bar 
Type of figure or irregularity of grain resembling a dip in the grain, running at right 
angles, or nearly so, to the length of the veneer. Cross Break Separation of wood 
cells across the grain. 

Custom Grade  
The normal grade in both material and workmanship and intended for high-
quality, conventional work.  

Cylinder (of a lock) 
The cylindrical shaped assembly containing the tumbler mechanism and the 
keyway, which can be actuated only by the correct keys.  

Cylinder Collar  
A plate or ring used under the head of a cylinder.  

Cylinder Lock 
A lock in which the locking mechanism is controlled by a cylinder.  

Cylindrical (locks and latches) 
A term used to describe bored locks which have a cylindrical case into which a 
separate latch bolt case that fits.  



Cylinder Screws  
The set screw that holds a cylinder in place by preventing the cylinder from being 
turned after installation. 

Deadbolt (of a lock)  
A lock bolt having no spring action nor bevel, and which is operated by a key or a 
turn piece.  

Dead knots (also open knots)  
Openings where a portion of the wood substance of the knot has dropped out, or 
where cross checks have occurred to present an opening.  

Dead Lock 
A lock equipped with a dead bolt only.  

Deadlocking Latch Bolt 
A latch bolt incorporating a plunger that is held in a retracted position when a 
door is closed, thus preventing the bolt from being retracted by end pressure.  

Delamination 
Separation of plies or layers of wood or other materials through the failure of the 
adhesive joint.  

Discolorations 
Stains in wood substances. Common are sap stains and blue stains.  

Door Bolt  
A manually operated rod or bar attached to a door providing means of locking.  

Door Closer Bracket 
A device whereby a door closer may be installed on the frame rather than directly 
on the door.  

Door Closer or Check 
A device combining a spring for closing and a compression chamber into which 
the liquid or air escapes slowly, thus providing a means of controlling the speed 
of the closing action.  

Door Holder  
A device that holds a door open at selected positions. 

Door Pivot  
A hinging device embodying a fixed pin and a single joint. Most types include 
lateral fastening. 

Door Stop 
A device to stop the swing or movement of a door at a certain point. Also an 
architectural term defining that part of a door frame against which the door 
closes.  

Double-Throw Bolt  
A bolt that can be projected beyond its first position, into a second, or fully 
extended one, thus providing extra security.  



Doze  
Form of incipient decay characterized by a dull and lifeless appearance of the 
wood, accompanied by a lack of strength and a softening of the wood substance. 

Drivers 
The upper set of pins in a pin tumbler cylinder, which, activated by the springs, 
project into the plug until raised by insertion of the key. 

Drop Ring 
A ring handle attached to a spindle which operates a lock or latch. The ring is 
pivoted but remains in a dropped position when not in use.  

Dust-Proof Strike 
A strike with a spring plunder that completely fills the bolt hole when the bolt is 
not projected.  

Dutch Door Bolt  
Device for locking together the upper and the lower leaves of a Dutch door.  

Economy Grade 
The lower grade in both materials and workmanship, and intended for work 
where price outweighs quality considerations.  

Edge Band 
Strip along the outside edges of the two sides and/or top and bottom of a door.  

Edge Plate  
An angle or channel shaped guard used to protect the edge of the door. 

Electric Strike 
An electrical device that permits releasing of the door from a remote control.  

End Match 
Matching between adjacent veneer leaves on one panel face. Veneer leaves are 
book matched end to end as well as side to side. Generally used for very tall 
panels or for projects in which only short length veneers are available.  

Escutcheon (Elongated) 
A plate long enough to span a lock case and having holes for knob bushing, bit 
key, cylinder, turn knob, and similar operating members are required.  

Escutcheon (Key) 
See Key Plate  

Exit Device 
A door locking device designed to grant instant exit by pressing on a cross bar 
that releases the locking bolt or latch.  

Extension Flush Bolt 
A flush bolt in which the connection between bolt head and operating mechanism 
is by means of a rod inserted through a hole bored in the thickness of the door.  

Extension Link 
A device used to provide long backsets in bored locks.  



Face (of a lock) 
The exposed surface which shows in the edge of a door after installation. (see 
Front) 

Face Panels  
Hardwood plywood, high pressure laminate, hardboard, or composition panels or 
combination thereof, whether flat or configured, which are used for the faces of 
flush doors.  

Figure  
The pattern produced in a wood surface by annual growth rings, rays, knots, 
deviations from natural grain such as interlocked and wavy grain, and irregular 
coloration.  

Fill (putty repairs) 
Repair to an open defect with fast-drying plastic putty. 

Finger Joint 
When the ends of two pieces of lumber are cut to and identically matching set. 

Flake, Ray 
Portion of a ray as it appears on the quartered surface.Flake can be a dominant 
appearance feature in oak and is sometimes referred to as fleck.  

Flitch  
The veneer slices of one half log, kept in order, used for the production of fine 
plywood panels. 

Floor Closure  
A closing device installed in the floor under a door.  

Floor Hinge 
A combined pivot hinge and closing device set either in the floor or in the bottom 
of the door. It may be spring type only or may be combined with liquid control. 

Flush bolt 
A door bolt so designed that when applied it is flush with the face or edge of the 
door. 

Flush Ring 
A flush door pull mortised in a door, having a ring pull that folds flat into the cup 
of the pull.  

Front (of a lock) 
The Plate through which the latching or locking bolts project. (See Face.)  

Gap  
Open splits in the inner ply or plies, or improperly joined veneer when joined 
veneers are used for inner plies.  

Grain 
Arrangement of wood fibers and pores evident on cut and/or finished wood 
products. The direction, size, arrangement and appearance of the fibers in wood 
or veneer. The appearance of the grain varies with both the species and the cut.  



Grain Slope 
Expression of the angle of the grain to the long edges of the veneer component.  

Grain Sweep  
Expression of the angle of the grain to the long edges of the veneer component 
over the area extending one-eighth of the length of the piece from the ends. 

Grand Master Key 
A key that operates locks in several groups, each of which has its own master 
key.  

Gum Pockets 
Well-defined openings between rings of annual growth, containing gum or 
evidence of gum prior to accumulations.  

Gum Spots  
Well-defined openings between rings of annual growth, usually containing gum or 
pitch.  

Half Round 
A method of cutting veneers on an off-center lathe that results in modified 
characteristics of both rotary and plain sliced veneers. Often used in red and 
white oak.  

Hand (of a lock, etc.) 
A term used to indicate the direction of swing or movement, and/or locking 
security side of a door.  

Handed (locks, etc.) 
A term used to indicate that the article is for use only on doors of the designated 
hand.  

Hardboard 
Constructed of inter-felted fibers consolidated and formed under heat and 
pressure into panels.  

Hardwood  
Generally obtained from deciduous trees. Does not refer to the specific density or 
resistance to wear and abuse.  

Heartwood  
The inactive cells of the inner tree, located below the Sapwood. The cells cavities 
of the heartwood may contain deposit which make it darker in color than the 
sapwood. 

High Pressure Decorative Laminate (HPDL)  
Melamine and phenolic resin impregnated papers with decorative surfaces 
protected by a clear melamine coating.  

Hinge  
Two plates joined together by a pin and attached to a door and its frame whereby 
a door is supported and is enabled to swing or move.  

Hinge Stile (of a door)  
The stile to which the hinges are applied as distinguished from the lock stile. 



Hub  
The part of a lock through which the spindle passes to actuate the mechanism.  

Inactive Door (or leaf) 
That leaf of a pair of doors which does not contain a lock, but is bolted when 
closed, and to which the strike is fastened to receive the latch or bolt of the active 
door. 

Inconspicuous  
Barely detectable with the naked eye at a distance of 6' to 8'.  

Indicator Button  
A device used in connection with a hotel lock to indicate whether or not the room 
is occupied.  

Integral (locks and latches) A term used to describe a type of mortise lock 
having cylinder in the knob.  

Keeper  
Synonymous with Strike  

Key Change 
The combination of cuts in a key which enable it to operate the lock for which 
intended.  

Key Plate  
A small plate or escutcheon having only a keyhole.  

Keyway  
The aperture in lock cylinders which receives the key and closely engages with it 
throughout its length. 

Kick Plate 
A protective plate applied on the lower rail of the door to prevent the door from 
being marred. 

Kiln-dried 
Lumber dried in a closed chamber in which the removal of moisture is controlled 
by artificial heat and usually by relative humidity.  

Knife Marks 
Very fine lines that appear across a panel that may look as if they are raised 
resulting from some defect. 

Knob  
A projecting handle for operating a lock.  

Knob Shank  
The projecting stem of a knob into which the spindle is fastened. 

Knob Top  
That part of the knob which the hand grasps.  

Knot (sound)  
Cross section of a branch or limb with grain usually running at right angles to that 
of the wood in which it occurs.  



Knots 
Sound knots less than 1/4" in diameter.  

Knots, Blending Pin 
Sound knots 1/4" or less in diameter that do not contain dark centers. Blending 
pin knots are detectable at a distance of 6' to 8' and do not seriously detract from 
the overall appearance of the panel.  

Knots, Sound, Tight  
Knots that are solid across their face and fixed by growth to retain their place. 

Knuckle  
The enlarged part of a hinge into which the pin is inserted.  

Laminated Strand Lumber (LSL)  
A composite of wood strand elements with wood fibers primarily oriented along 
the length of the member. The least dimension of the strands shall not exceed 
0.25 in. and the average length shall be a minimum of 150 times the least 
dimension.  

Lap  
Condition where veneers composing plywood are so misplaced that one piece 
overlaps the other and does not make a smooth joint.  

Latch Bolt 
A beveled spring bolt, usually operated by a knob, handle or turn.  

Leaf (of a pair of doors)  
One of the two doors forming a pair of doors.  

Lever Handle 
A horizontal handle for operating the bolt(s) of a lock. 

Lever Tumbler 
Flat tumbler having a pivoted motion actuated by the turning of the key and 
controlling the locking function.  

Lip of a Strike  
The projection part on which the latch bolt rides.  

Lock Block 
Concealed block same thickness as a door stile or core which is adjacent to the 
inside edge of the stile at the midpoint and into which a lock is fitted. 

Lock Rail (of the door)  
The horizontal member of a door intended to receive the lock case.  

Lock Set  
A lock, complete with trim, such as knobs, escutcheons, or handles. 

Lock Stile (of the door)  
The stile to which the lock is applied as distinguished from the hinge stile.  

Master Key  
Operates any quantity of cylinders of different individual key changes.  













Types (door styles)  
T he s election includes  exterior entrance doo rs , interior pass age doo rs , F rench or 
casement doors, bi-fold doors, side lites, patio sliding and swinging doors, 
thermal insulated-glass doors, louver doors, screen doors, and specialty door 
products.  

Unit Lock  
See Preassembled Lock.  

Universal   
A term used to describe a lock, a door closer or other device which can be used 
on doors of any hand without change.  

Vertical Spring Pivot Handle  
A spring hinge mortised into the heel of a door and fastened to the �oor and head 
with pivots.  

Vine streaks (marks)  
Scars in wood generally caused by the stems of vines clinging by their hair-like 
roots to the tree trunk.  

Volatile Organic Compound (VOC)  
Any hydrocarbon with the exception of methane and ethane with a vapor 
pressure greater than or equal to 0.1 mm Hg.  

Warp 
Any distortion in the plane of a door itself and not its relationship to the frame or 
jamb in which it is to be hung. Warp includes bow, cup, and twist:  

Bow:  A �atwise deviation from a straight line drawn from top to 
bottom; a curvature along the width of the door.  

Cup: A deviation from a straight line drawn from side-to-side; a 
curvature along the width of a door.  

Twist:  A deviation in which one or two corners of a door are out 
of plane with the other corners of the door.  

White Birch  
The sapwood of the Yellow Birch tree.  

Wood Flush Door  
Stressed skin construction consisting of a core, stiles, and rails, and or/edge 
banding, two face panels, almost all of which are wood, wood derivative 
materials, or high pressure decorative laminate.  

Worm Track or Scar  
Groove or resulting scar tissue in wood caused by worms or other borers.  
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